
 

January 2023 Newsletter 

2023 Calendar of Events: 
(Saturday meetings start at 9 A.M.) 

Jan. 14th- Juniper potting for club sales. 

Feb. 11th- Bonsai Smith’s Workshop. 

Mar. 11th- TBD 

April 8th- Annual Raffle & Auction. 

May 18-20- Annual Bonsai Exhibit. 

June 10- LSBF Mini Convention Shohin. 

July 8th- TBD 

Aug. 12th- Tropical bring your own tree workshop. 

Sept. 9th- TBD 

Oct. 14th- TBD 

Nov. 11th- Bonsai Smiths workshop. 

Dec. 9th- Christmas Party. 

 

It’s time to sign up for 2023 club 

memberships. A membership form is at the 

back of the newsletter. 

 

President’s Message  
By Roger Spohn 
From the president’s desk: 
   Happy new year.  I think we are all glad that 

2022 is over and we can all make 2023 a better year.  

The weather has been nice and a great way to start 

the year.  But remember this is Texas.  It can change 

without much warning so make sure you keep up 

with any changes. 

 This is also time to renew your membership.  

If you haven’t already, pay Mark Bynum your dues 

at the next meeting.  By paying your dues, you will 

still receive the newsletter as well as invites to attend 

all the 2023 meetings and events.  Your dues are one 

of the ways we collect funds to pay for all the 

activities provided for the members.  This includes 

presenters, room rent for the meeting room, and any 

other activity we may provide. 

Christmas Party 2022 
  We celebrated with our 2022 Christmas Party 

on December 17th.  There was a great turn out and 

everyone had a great time.  Along with some 

wonderful food, we had a Christmas tree contest.  

There were some very inventive trees presented.  All 

the members voted, and the winner was David 

Manuel’s tree.   

We also had a gift exchange.  This was not a 

normal exchange as you could steal a gift from 

another member.  This was all done in good spirit and 

was fun for all.  We will do this again next year.  

      

            
And the winner is!! 

 

  

 
First place prize 



       

 
                               Gift Exchange 

 

January Meeting:   

Repotting of Starter Junipers 
 This is a VERY IMPORTANT meeting.  

This is where we repot the nursery junipers, we 

purchased into starter pots.  These are then put on 

sale during Spring Fest.  This is one of two money 

makers for the society. This has been very popular 

with the public in the past.  We do it again during Fall 

Fest. 

 We need ALL THE MEMBERS to attend 

this meeting.  We have 100 nursery plants that will 

need repotting.  The more members attending the 

quicker we can get them all repotted.  For our newer 

members this is a great time to learn how to repot and 

trim starter trees.  Again, this is a very important 

meeting and I hope all our members will attend.  The 

meeting is on Saturday January 14th, starting at 9am 

and running until noon. 

 You will need to bring your tools with you to 

the meeting.  Soil and pots will be provided by the 

club. 

We hope to see all of our members at this meeting. 

February Meeting:  

Smith’s repotting workshop 
 This meeting is your chance to get your trees 

repotted.  Howard and Sylvia with discuss the proper 

way to repot and then will conduct a repotting 

workshop.  Bring your trees to the meeting along 

with your tools and soil and any new pots you want 

to repot into.  Again, this is a great time to learn the 

proper way to repot your plants. 

Annual Business Meeting:  

Following February Meeting 
 Following our normal February meeting we 

will hold our annual business meeting.  All the 

members are invited to attend.  The business meeting 

is held annually to discuss the operation of the 

society as well discuss any upcoming events.  This is 

an opportunity for our members to find out how the 

society is doing, to give any input and see where the 

society is going.   

 We will be serving a light lunch immediately 

following our normal meeting from 12 to 1pm.  

Following lunch, the business meeting will start and 

run until about 3pm.  Again, all members are invited 

to attend, and we hope to see you all there. 

Fort Worth Bonsai Society 2023 
 All our meetings for 2023 will be held on the 

second Saturday of the month and will start at 

9:00am. I know that in the past, there have been some 

issues which has prevented many of our members 

from attending.  I hope all these are now in the past 

and we will see everyone at our meetings.  Let’s get 

2023 off to a good start and make it one of the best 

years we have had.  See you all Saturday the 14th.  

 

Fort Worth Bonsai Society  

Meeting Minutes  December, 2022 
 The Christmas Party was held in December. 

There were no minutes for the December meeting. 

 

The Bonsai Collection 
at the Japanese Garden, 

Fort Worth Botanic Garden 
By Mark Bynum, Director 

 

The Bonsai Collection (TBC), formerly 

known as the Japanese Garden Bonsai Collection, is 

an endeavor by the Fort Worth Bonsai Society to 

achieve a permanent, year-round quality bonsai 

exhibit for public viewing and education.  The 

project changed from just an idea to a concept with 

momentum in 2016 and has increased in scope for 

these last 7 years. 

Now we are in those legal steps that are 

necessary to accomplish anything permanent, that is; 

a signed agreement with the management of the 

Botanic Garden and incorporating as a non-profit 

organization in the State.   Let me clarify that “The 

Bonsai Collection” will be a separate entity from the 

FWBS for the purposes of raising large amounts of 

funds, and thereby protecting FWBS from any 

liability or legal obligations that may be incurred.  

FWBS, Inc. is and will remain a non-profit 

organization in the State, nothing changes.  TBC, Inc. 



will be the owner and management of the permanent 

bonsai exhibit. The FWBS will always be recognized 

as the founder of the permanent bonsai exhibit in all 

current and future literature about the exhibit. 

 In addition to the above tasks, the TBC 

Committee is working on a quality promotional 

brochure and composing a financial system of 

soliciting and collecting donations for the 

construction of the Exhibit. We are continuously 

improving the TBC inventory of 20 trees with 

seasonal maintenance as guided by Howard and 

Sylvia Smith.  Following is the promotional photo of 

one of the feature trees of the collection: 

 

 
“Fat Daddy”  a Chinese Elm 

(Ulmus parvifolia) 

 

JANUARY BONSAI 

By John Miller  

(Sadly, John Miller has passed away. I am reprinting this 

article from 2013 so his knowledge can continue to 

inform us all.) 

On New Year’s Day many people make 

resolutions as to what they want to do or to not do or 

what to change or etc.  I do not care to do this as such 

but I like to take the time when a project slows down 

to review its progress and to check to see if it is still 

a viable option or does its direction need to be 

altered.  In bonsai we need to evaluate both our trees 

and ourselves. Wintertime gives us a good 

opportunity to do so, especially for the bare 

deciduous trees. 

 The coldest nights usually come the last two 

weeks in January, but don’t bet the farm on it.  Just 

watch the forecasts and check the lows (ignore the 

highs, they are for people not plants). Have some 

plans in mind in case we have some extreme weather.  

 Your primary job in cold weather is to be sure 

your trees are well watered before going into a deep 

freeze.  They will be losing water to evaporation but 

will not be able to replenish it if the soil is frozen.  

Protection from high winds is also necessary so the 

tops will not dry out.  Sunlight is not necessary on 

deciduous trees when they have lost their leaves.  In 

fact, it can be bad for the tree because it will heat up 

the trunk and soil and that could make the tree come 

out of dormancy too early. 

 Tender or tropical trees that are kept indoors 

will be using more water to offset the lower 

humidity.  Soil will also be losing water faster 

through its surface.  Be sure to watch the indoor trees 

for insect problems.  Most plant insects love a 

controlled atmosphere like the indoors.  Spider mites 

seem to get the most attention here because they do 

great in a low humidity and the lack of foliage 

spraying.  Scale can be an easily overlooked source 

of trouble.  The flat green kind can be hard to spot on 

the underside of leaves or tight against the stem.  

Indoor trees need to be fertilized regularly and will 

require periodic trimming as they continue to grow 

through the winter.  Be careful that plants in a sunny 

window do not get their leaves scalded. 

 Greenhouses are much the same as indoors.  

However, most greenhouses are kept more humid.  

The higher humidity is to the liking of aphids and 

fungal diseases.  It may also result in your keeping 

the soil too moist with associated root problems.  Use 

the standard insect controls that you used last 

summer.  I use my organic foliar spray all winter. 

Back to the outdoor trees.  Any long warm 

spells during the month could activate some of the 

insect problems but as a rule there are no special 

needs to look for in January. Check trunks and 

branches for tiny scales.  Spraying with a dormant oil 

spray will kill adults, nymphs, and eggs of any trying 

to over-winter on your trees.  Some dormant sprays 

can be used on new growth but better results overall 

will be obtained if you do it before Valentines Day.  

A weak lime sulfur dormant spray will also get 

fungal spores and should be done before Feb 1 and 

not at all if any green is showing.  Just be careful with 

the lime sulfur follow label directions closely. 



 In January I would not recommend any 

feeding of outdoor trees.  Any feeding might cause 

them to start spring activity before the end of the bad 

weather. 

 After tending to the daily needs of your trees, 

take time to study one or two thoroughly each day.  

January is an excellent time to start and remodeling 

projects that may be necessary.  While the trees are 

dormant you have better view of the branch structure.  

Do any need to be moved or removed?  Do any 

coarse branches need to be cut back to a smaller side 

branch for refinement?  Any long straight branches 

need wiring to give them motion?  Does the tree 

really need a drastic redesign?  Also trim the twigs 

back while you have them there. 

 Styling can be done at this time but no 

repotting unless you are going to keep the tree from 

freezing after that.  Repotting initiates new root 

development which is usually not very hardy. 

 Get a calendar of bonsai events in your club, 

city, and state.  There are many opportunities such as 

LSBF sponsored events, the Shohin Society which 

meets 5 times in Austin, possibly a suiseki group 

being formed, etc. so that you need to plan which 

ones will give you the most help in your interests and 

at your level of development.  The lecture events and 

books give you knowledge but without the practice 

under the guidance of a good teacher at the various 

workshops it will remain just that: knowledge 

without producing any results.  The workshops 

develop the ability to foresee what will happen when 

you remove and relocate branches and to have to 

confidence to go ahead and do it. 

 

Pictures from the Christmas Party 
 

 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

 

Meeting information: 

The Fort Worth Bonsai Society meets most months 

on the 2nd Saturday at 9 A.M., at 3220 Botanic 

Garden Drive, Fort Worth, TX. This is the building 

where the large conservatory greenhouse is located.  

For more information see our website at: 

https:fortworthbonsai.org 

 

 

Club Officers: 

President: Roger Spohn 

 rwspohn@yahoo.com  

Vice President, Programs: John Fleming 

 fleming5805@sbcglobal.net 

Treasurer: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 

Secretary: Steven Hendricks 

stevenhendricks@sbcglobal.net 

Member at Large: Dan LeBlanc 

 danatone89@gmail.com 

LSBF Representative: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 

Website: webmaster@fortworthbonsai.org 

Newsletter Editor: Estella Flather       

 eflather@sbcglobal.net  

 

Members Emeritus: Certain members of the Fort Worth 

Bonsai Society have given so much of their time and 

effort to the support of our club that they are recognized 

with the designation of “Member Emeritus”.   

Ted Guyger  1992 

John Miller  1998 

Estella Flather  2006 

Joe Andrews  2020 

Steven Hendricks 2020 
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Fort Worth Bonsai Society 
2023 Membership Form 

Please submit at a club meeting or mail to: Fort Worth Bonsai Society 

       c/o Steven Hendricks, Secretary    

                             1912 Ashland Ave. 

       Fort Worth, TX  76107 

 

(  ) Check if this a renewal, just enter date and name and any changes from last year. 

 

Date: _____________________ 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 

City: ______________________________ State: ___________ Zip Code: ________________ 

Telephone: Hm___________________________  Cell__________________________                                                      

E-mail address: (for Newsletter & notices)____________________________________ 

Please check your membership selection below: 

___ Individual Membership: $30.00 

___ Joint Membership:  $40.00 

 (Partner’s name: ___________________________________________________) 

___ Student Membership: $20.00 

 

 

For Treasurer’s Use Only: 

 

Name: __________________________________ Membership Year:_2023_______ 

Amount Paid: ____________________________ Date: ____________________________ 

Dues received by: ____________________________________________           

 

 

FWBS-Membership Form, 2023 

 


